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Editor’s Note
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The Collection 
Cormac Badger 
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Do You Deserve the 
Eggs? 

Grant Samms 
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Act IV 
Erica Ruscio 

 
,�RSHQHG�\RXU�FXUWDLQV�WR�ZLWQHVV�WKH�EOL]]DUG��,�FRXOGQ·W�GULYH�KRPH 
that night, so you let me keep you warm³
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Stones 
Carrie Cook  

 
 Beacon is quiet at night ² everything happens behind closed doors and 
GUDZQ�FXUWDLQV��,W·V�FODXVWURSKRELF��,�NQRZ�WKH\·UH�ZDWFKLQJ��WKRXJK��3HHNLQJ�
WKURXJK�WKH�FXUWDLQV��0RP�VD\V�WKH\�WDON�DERXW�KHU��DQG�VKH·V�ULJKW��HYHQ�WKRXJK�
LW�LVQ·W�OLNH�VKH�VD\V�� 
 W
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´'DQ"µ�+DQQDK�DQG�.DUD�ZHUH�VKXWWLQJ�WKH�SDWLR�GRRU��&RQQHU�GURSSHG�
his cigarette and stepped on it.  
  ´:H�ZHQW�RXW�IRU�D�VPRNH�µ�,�VDLG� 

´,�FDPH�WR�NHHS�KLP�VRPH�FRPSDQ\�µ�&RQQHU�VDLG�� 
´.DUD�LQYLWHG�XV�WR�KHU�SODFH�WRQLJKW�µ�+DQQDK�VDLG�WR�PH�� 
.DUD�VPLOHG��´0\�SDUHQWV�DUH�RXW�RI�WRZQ�IRU�D�IHZ�GD\V�µ 
´,·OO�EH�EODFNLQJ�RXW�µ�&RQQHU�VDLG� 
´,�FDQ·W�WRQLJKW�µ�,�VDLG�� 
´7KDW·V�ILQH�µ�.DUD�VDLG��´<RX�ZHUH�PRVWO\�D�FRXUWHV\�LQYLWH�DQ\ZD\�µ�

She and Conner laughed.  
´,�WKLQN�,·P�JRLQJ�WR�JR�ZLWK�WKHP�µ�+DQQDK�VDLG�WR�PH��´<RX�GRQ·W�

QHHG�WR�GULYH�PH�KRPH�µ 
´2ND\�µ 
+DQQDK�WXUQHG�WRZDUGV�.DUD��´:H�VKRXOG�WDNH�RXU�PXJV�LQ�EHIRUH�ZH�

JR�µ 
´:H·OO�MXVW�WDNH�WKHP�µ�&RQQHU�VDLG��´<RX�JX\V�KDYHQ·W�HYHQ�ILQLVKHG��

DQ\ZD\�µ 
´+H�KDV�D�SRLQW�µ�.DUD�VDLG���´:DLW��LVQ·W�\RX�JX\V·�DQQLYHUVDU\�FRPLQJ�

XS"µ� 
´7ZR�\HDUV�WRPRUURZ�µ�,�ORRNHG�DW�+DQQDK�� 
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Pay Day Loans Ad 
Kari Bingham-
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they feel the outcome was close. I like this table for one simple reason. I get to 
EUHDN�WKH�UXOH��DQG�WKH�FDVLQR�KDV�RQO\�RQH�UXOH��/RVH��7KDW·V�LW��7KDW·V�
everything. At this very table, I am ordered to lose 51% of the time. 

As much as I dislike casinos, they are at least grotesquely interesting in 
the same way as a serial abductor. It takes victims; snatches them out of their 
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On my twenty-first birthday, my dad sat me down next to him and kept 
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Exceptionally good, I thought, as if that outcome was anything but 
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Hazel Kinder’s 
Lighthouse Theater 

Charles King-Hagen  
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 ´<RX�PDNH�PH�ZRQGHU�ZKDW�WKH�ZDWHU�ORRNV�OLNH�ZKHUH�\RX·UH�IURP�µ�
Hazel said.  

,�ORRNHG�DW�KHU�DQG�VPLOHG�TXLHWO\��´:KDW�DUH�\RX�UHDGLQJ"µ 
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´6WDQGLQJ�URRP�RQO\"µ�P\�8QFOH�+HQU\�DVNHG�WKH�WLFNHW�PDQ��ZKHQ�ZH�
made it to the front of the line. 
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Sirens 
J. Tanner Rush 

 
,·P�VLWWLQJ�R
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 Lil and Evelyn finally come out onto the deck. We all say hello at the 
same time. I lock eyes with Evelyn and smile. She smiles back. A cool breeze 
moves insi
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Radioisotope 
Cormac Badger 

 
 ´,W�ZDV�RQO\�RQH�SHUVRQ��+LV�WLPH�ZDV�XS��,�GRQ·W�VHH�KRZ�LW·V�WKDW�ELJ�RI�D�GHDO�µ 
 ´6R�\RX·UH�WKH�DQJHO�RI�GHDWK��QRZ"µ�.DUO�VDLG��UHDFKLQJ�for the sugar 
and a stirring stick. The little sticky mixing station seemed like a good 
FRQIHVVLRQDO�ERRWK��:K\�QRW��´,V�WKDW�ZKDW�\RX·UH�FDOOLQJ�\RXUVHOI"µ 
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 ´:K\�FRXOGQ·W�\RX�MXVW�WHOO�PH�RYHU�WKH�SKRQH"�:K\�FRXOGQ·W�\RX�MXVW�
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´<RX·UH�ULJKW��6KH·OO�WRWDOO\�NQRZ�LI�VKH�WDONV�WR�D�VLQJOH�RQH�RI�WKHP��DQG�
WKHQ�,·OO�UHDOO\�KDYH�KHOO�WR�SD\��&DWHO\Q·V�JRW�WR�JR�µ 

´1R���怀�
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anyone has ever been this special to me. Maybe use a better word than special. 
$QG�,·P�UHDOO\�VRUU\�WKDW�\RX�JRW�VLFN��6RUU\"�$QG�,�WKLQN�ZH�DUH�UHDOO\�JUHDW�IRU�
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friend and teaching me 
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 ´<RX�ORYH�KHU�WRR�PXFK�µ�,�VD\� 
 ´%XW�,�ORYH�\RX�WRR��VRQ�µ 
 His eyebrows knit together as if his statement was an inquiry and he 
squints his eyes slightly like he is trying to get a better look at me. He presses his 
lips into a thin line. Not for the first time in my life I notice all the wrinkles in his 
face and wonder if Eugene was right and if I should have said something long 
ago. Would forty-two still look so old if I had? 
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Bunker Birthday 

Dana Stelting-Kempf 
 

It was his birthday again. He awoke to total darkness. He fumbled for the 
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 Finished, he rolled the giant metal doors shut once more and took a 
breath. It smelled hideous, but he was used to it. At least on this side of the door, 
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he knew how to fix. One thing that still brought him pleasure was spending time 
on it and taking care of it. He took in a deep breath as the fresh well water spilled 
out of the Designer faucet. While both hot and cold still drew water, the water 
heating system was inoperable as well. 

  Studying chemistry had served him well over the last few years as the 
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Jefferson had spent a few years working on his cake. Once he felt he had 
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