
Konza provides window 
into climate change

Kansas may be an ocean away from 
southern Africa, but Kansas State University 
researchers are shrinking the distance 
through an unlikely connection: grasslands.

The southern African grasslands and 
savannas have much in common with the 
grasslands of the central United States, 
but the African grasslands are more 
interconnected to the people's way of life.

David Hartnett, university distinguished 
professor of biology, conducts ecological 
research in southern Africa, primarily 
in Botswana and South Africa. He leads 
research trips to southern Africa with Kansas 
State University graduate and undergraduate 
students. He was a visiting professor at 
the University of Botswana in 2002 as a 
Fulbright senior scholar.

"In developing countries in southern 
Africa, the well-being of the people is 
directly tied to the ecological health of 
the grasslands," Hartnett said. "They're 
getting everything from the grasslands: 
their livestock, fiber, food, fuel. If something 

Grasslands are expected to be one of the first ecosystems to 
respond to climate change. That’s why four university distinguished 
professors at Kansas State University are taking a closer look at 
elements of the Konza Prairie ecosystem. 



Many researchers working at the Konza Prairie in the Flint Hills 
of northeastern Kansas find it hard not to appreciate the tallgrass 
prairie — whether it's for the Konza's natural beauty or its scientific 
value.

"There's a lot more to a grassland system than what meets the 
eye," said David Hartnett, university distinguished professor of 






