






Quality assuranceSubstantial discoveries at Kansas State University 
are sparking innovation for the private sector, 
economic growth in the state





Duke University, Pennsylvania State University, Johns 
Hopkins University and Purdue University, among 



By Stephanie Jacques

Doubp4stranded RNA, or dsRNA, is a microscopic, s



In the next 35 years, the world will need to produce more food than ever 
before in human history to feed a projected 9.6 billion people. Much of this 
population growth will be in developing regions such as China, India and 
Africa, where food production is low, crop losses are high, natural resources are 
dwindling and agricultural innovation is financially limited.

Kansas State University is helping smallholder farmers in key food producing 
nations solve these problems through four Feed the Future Innovation Labs.

The federal labs focus on reducing global hunger by helping smallholder 
farmers in developing nations grow better crops, improving methods for 
defending food crops against disease and insect pets, and establishing more 
efficient methods of distributing the harvests — all while helping these small-scale 
farmers in those countries turn a profit. Smallholder farmers are the majority in 
agricultural production.
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Perspectives



By Greg Tammen

The labs

•	 The Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Collaborative Research 
on Sorghum and Millet focuses on the African nations of Ethiopia, 
Senegal and Niger. Experts are using science and technology to produce 
innovations such as climate-resilient varieties of sorghum and millet as 







I



By Greg Tammen

Extracurricular education

Electronics Club is a student-run organization where members use their own 



As the world’s population increases and 
the demand on our power grids grows, how 
will we keep the lights on?

That’s where Kansas State University fits 
in. Through the Electrical Power Affiliates 
Program, or EPAP, the College of Engineering 
is leading the charge in solving future 
problems for the power and energy industry.

The program, housed in the electrical 
and computer engineering department, 
partners with eight industry organizations. 
Since its establishment in 2008, EPAP has 
supported relevant research projects and 
provided engineering students with real-world 
experience, said Noel Schulz, program director 
and the College of Engineering’s associate 
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Heartland Plant 
Innovations 

Heartland Plant Innovations 
is partnering with Kansas 
State University researchers to 
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