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Water woes
Researchers �nd
vast U.S. aquifer being tapped out

Kansas is one of the nation’s leading agricultural 
states. But its future success may have more to 
do with what happens under the �elds than in 
them, as an important natural irrigation source is 
nearing 70 percent depletion.

An interdisciplinary team of researchers 
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A 
prestigious national grant will 
ensure Kansas State University 
students �nd success in science, 
technology, engineering and math 

— or STEM — careers, regardless of their 
race, ethnicity or economic status.

A team of faculty and administrators 
from the colleges of Arts and Sciences, 
Education and Engineering drafted a 
proposal that led to the university being 
named the lead organization for a $2.5 
million �ve-year grant from the National 
Science Foundation’s Louis Stokes Alliances 
for Minority Participation, or LSAMP.

“One of the exciting aspects of this 
project is that it will develop an innovative 
pathway for diverse students in STEM 
pnres is that addresses regional and state 
workforce needs,” said university Provost 
and Senior Vice President April Mason, 
pnincipal investigator of the project.

Linda Thurston is an associate dean for 
research and external funding in the College 
of Education and a co-pnincipal investigator. 
She said Kansas’ LSAMP project, Kansas 





Innovative thinking and community support brought Kansas 
State University to Olathe and continue to be hallmarks of the 
university’s third and newest campus, which opened in April 2011.

“In late August, the U.S. Economic Development Administration 
designated Kansas State University Olathe as part of its University 
Center Economic Development Program,” said Prema Arasu, vice 
provost and Olathe campus CEO. She said the university will receive 
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The Innovation Accelerator is initially 
targeting speci�c industry clusters around 
animal health and food safety to take 
advantage of the university’s technical 
expertise and extended network connections.

“Partnerships with government, industry 
and academic partners in the Greater Kansas 
City area promote technology-based economic 





For Kansas State University biochemist Anna 
Zolkiewska, the battle against breast cancer starts 





Ruth Welti is helping scientists around the 
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A researcher uses client interaction videos to strengthen the communication skills of future veterinarians





combinratitheir exCootiseiand leadratifacilities withiMerrickiand Co. to support the.transition of the.National Bio-iand Agro-DefenseiFacility to Manhattan, Kan. Merrickiis a.global leadering bioin containm designiand function, said Scott Rusk, director of Pat Roboots.Hall, whichihouses the.Biosecurity2R7searchiIgstitute at Kansas State University.





Nine billion people to feed in 2050.

Diminishing water supplies.

A changing climate.

Meeting such 
grand challenges 
seems possible to 
those who have 
unmanned aircraft 
systems in their 
toolkit. 

Leaders from the 
state’s research institutions — Kansas State 
University, Wichita State University and the 
University of Kansas — are capitalizing on 
this tool and are partnering with industry 

and government to help Kansas realize the economic potential of unmanned aerial systems.







Think about almost any product you used this morning — your toothbrush, your multivitamin, your bowl of corn �akes. They started out as plastic pellets, powdered pharmaceuticals and grain.Known as bulk solids, these materials make up more than 80 percent of items 
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