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Recycling, composting and conserving are routine for environmentally conscious people 
like Walter Dodds, Kansas State University distinguished professor of biology. But Dodds, an 
ecologist, takes it one step further.



SMALL WONDERS







Stacy Hutchinson, associate professor of biological and agricultural 
engineering, is updating rainfall distribution data to ensure current urban and 
agricultural stormwater management systems can handle future weather 
changes. She and her husband, Shawn Hutchinson, associate professor of 
geography, are studying how climate change and land cover change — which 
is the conversion of natural prairie and agricultural land to urban and suburban 
land — affect �ooding potential. 

infantry or wheeled vehicles, depending on 
the current military war�ghting doctrine. A 
healthy landscape keeps soldiers safe and 
provides realistic training conditions, while 
mismanaged training lands can cause a 





What’s in the dust that the wind can blow from place to place may not be just 
affecting air quality — it may affect water and soil quality as well.

That’s why an interdisciplinary research team led by a Kansas State University 
civil engineering professor is studying the effects of wind deposition of dust and 
other particulates, such as pollen or bacteria, on water quality and soil formation.

Joining Natalie Mladenov, assistant professor of civil engineering, on 
the project are professors from the University of Colorado at Boulder and a 
geochemist from the United States Geological Survey. The team was awarded a 
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Employees light a candle to see one another during a meeting.

A child reads a book by moonlight before bedtime.

Machines at a factory are at a standstill, sending workers home.

Without electricity in much of the country, these are common scenes in Afghanistan. A severe energy shortage threatens the 





Solar-powered charging stations for plug-in vehicles
Switching from gas-powered to electric 

and hybrid vehicles can reduce air emissions 
and improve air quality. Larry Erickson, 
profesno5fed r ecal enargeerchion, 


