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f it takes a whole village to raise a child,
then it takes a whole region to acquire and
support the National Bio and Agro-defense
Facility. It also took an intricate combination
of local leaders, research universities,
bioscience organizations and politicians
coming together with one goal in mind: Get
NBAF to Kansas.

When the Department of Homeland
Security announced its search for a location
to replace the aging Plum Island facility
in 2006, Kansas State University Vice
President for Research Ron Trewyn and
his research team knew creating a massive
web of partnerships would be the only
way Manhattan, Kan., would have a shot
at winning. And so the Heartland BioAgro
Consortium task force was born.

The Heartland BioAgro Consortium
submitted proposals for two Kansas
locations: Manhattan and Leavenworth.
Both sites made it to the nal 17, and if the
Department of Homeland Security had not
determined that there could be only one
nalist per state, Leavenworth would have
joined Manhattan in the nal ve. It was this

By Rachel Skybetter, Communications and Marketing
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Proximity to research is one of the major reasons Manhattan,
Kan., was selected as the new site for the National Bio and Agro-
defense Facility.

That research is not limited to the university community, but also



Kansas State University is rapidly becoming a major center of
vital swine research that also could play a role in human health.

Much of the multimillion-dollar research going on at K-State
focuses on infectious and emerging swine diseases, some of which
can be zoonotic — spreading from animals to humans and vice versa
— like HINI.

The College of Veterinary Medicine’s Raymond “Bob” Rowland,
and Dick Hesse, both virologists, and several other K-State
researchers are involved with projects that could one day lead to
better diagnostic tools and vaccines to control certain swine diseases.




As deployed soldiers are aware, danger
is a possibility on foreign soil. Thanks to
a partnership with the U.S. Department of
Defense, though, Kansas State University
researchers are helping to ensure threats stay
clear in one area: the dinner table.

In 2005 the U.S. Army Natick Soldier
Research Development and Engineering
Center partnered with K-State to study how
to better protect American troops from the
possibility of food-based threats.



iosecurity Research Institute biosafety of cer
Julie Johnson likes to think of BRI safety as



After completing training, a layer of safety procedures
protects staff when they work in containment.

Researchers must completely change out of street clothes
and put on a fresh set of lab clothes before entering the
containment area. When they reach their lab, they add
another layer of protection: a lab coat, gloves and safety
glasses. Depending on the activities they will conduct, they







Oh no, not more news about E. coli ...

Most people are aware of the efforts to
reduce health risks from E. coli O157:H7
linked to undercooked ground beef and fresh
produce, including spinach and lettuce.

While the focus on minimizing the risks
of O157:H7 is ever present, recent concerns
about an emerging, cousin-like group of
microorganisms — dubbed non-0157
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E. coli) — is the focus of comprehensive
research at Kansas State University.

The name has changed slightly, but
this broader group of E. coli strains can
produce the same toxins and same threat of
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Kansas State University researcher Barbara Valent is in preventive
strike mode.

Valent, a university distinguished professor of plant pathology, is
leading a team of K-State and government scientists who are working
to nd ways to protect Kansas and U.S. wheat elds from the deadly
disease known as wheat blast.

“This disease spreads quickly. It has not been found outside South
America, but if we don't prepare by learn-0.00254 gcastin o thrsy









Dr. Guy Palmer is the Creighton chair and



