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By Greg Tammen, Communications and Marketing

Understanding the complexities of an insect’s physiology at the molecular level is only one 
of Michael Kanost’s passions carried over from childhood. The other is music.

For nearly 40 years Kanost has played the cello, joining and performing in orchestras 
throughout his college and postdoc days. Four years ago he joined the Salina, Kan., 
Symphony. And while music and biochemistry seem polar opposites, Kanost said the two are 
harmonious interests.

“Right now I don’t do any experiments myself because of my administrative 



V
eterinary school in India 
brought them together, research 
and teaching brought them 
to Kansas, and a passion for 
football brings them even closer.



By Trevor Davis, Communications and Marketing

A strong friendship 

Chengappa and Nagaraja’s friendship 
goes beyond the lecture halls and 
laboratories inside the College of Veterinary 
Medicine. They tailgate outside of Bill 
Snyder Football Stadium before cheering on 
the Wildcats on Saturdays during the fall. 
They watch the Super Bowl together every 
year, travel to India together on occasion, 
and their families celebrate Christmas and 
Thanksgiving together.

Trust and mutual respect, they say, keep 
their friendship strong.

“I can’t explain it, but we have worked 
together for decades and never had any 
dif�culty, no red-hot arguments,” Nagaraja 
said. “Sure, we disagree on a lot of issues, 
but we just agree to disagree and don’t dwell 
on too many negatives.”

Their friendship also unites their families.

“Since we don’t have other family 
members here in the United States, we’ve 
become like each other’s family in a way,” 
Chengappa said. “I would do anything for 
T.G.’s family, and I know he would do the 
same for my family.”
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It’s impossible for Chris Sorensen to speak without demonstrating.
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Pahwa’s completed master’s project, 
“Distributed Sources and Islanding to 
Mitigate Cascading Failures in Power Grid 
Networks,” was a winn-0.(Nehte Cpitol( )]TJ
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In the 16 years Xiuzhi “Susan” Sun has been at Kansas State 
University, she’s made a patent-worthy discovery nearly every year.

Sun is a university distinguished professor in grain science and 
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