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“People have to eat, and the grocery
store is the cornerstone of a community;”
said Pam Budenbender, store owner.
“Statistically, when rural grocery stores
fail or close, the town dies”
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Pam Budenbender and her husband, Paul, took action. They
gathered funds, partnered with food distributors and built Onaga
Country Market, an invaluable source of fresh food for the local
community.

“People have to eat, and the grocery store is the cornerstone of a
community,” said Pam Budenbender, store owner. ““Statistically, when
rural grocery stores fail or close, the town dies.”

People like Budenbender — along with Kansas State University’s
Rural Grocery Initiative — are keeping small towns alive by investing
in rural grocery stores.

The Rural Grocery Initiative, part of the university’s Center for
Engagement and Community Development, aims to create new
models for rural business development and sustainability.

By Jennifer Tidball, Communications and Marketing















milling and baking qualities. The project directs more
than $400,000 toward wheat development projects at
the university.

“The expectation is that Kansas wheat farmers will
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