


Corn harvesting and culture in Guatemala 
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THIS, then, is the beginning of the conception of humanity, when 
that which would become the flesh of mankind was sought. 
 
Then spoke they who are called She Who Has Borne Children and 
He Who Has Begotten Sons



2 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The structure of the survey report, of the project of reduction of post-harvest lossess has taken into 
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Drying: 
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Storage: 
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83% indicated that they purchased corn in the last harvest to replace corn that had some type of damage 
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Presence of Mycotoxins3 as key parameter for the quality loss of grains.  
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Hygiene: 
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Section B: General context of the program 

 

Justification 
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Linguistic groups 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One feature of the department is its great ethno-linguistic diversity, expressed in the number of linguistic 
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x First selection level: Communities. Community conglomerates refer to communities or settlements 



22 
 



23 
 

Selected for the study 
 

c) Generation of data collection instruments Stage 
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Table No. 1.  Comparisson of the role of the woman and boys/girls in the pre-harvest and post-harvest 
activities 

No. of activities 
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The farmers are experienced in planting corn, 92.93% said to have more than five years managing their 
land, many a lifetime.  The fate of the corn planting is self-consumption (98.91%) and only a small part 
for sale. Corn is an ancestral culture, linked to lunar cycles, Mayan culture and worldview. It is also the 
most commonlsal 0 1 426ned resource or agricultural product in the Guatemalan diet. 
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dry), he prefers to proceed to the tapisca process than to let the corn rot in the fields, or prevent 
germination of the grain in the ear. Some farmers even have dates set for harvest and use important 
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(Color de la mazorca = Corn cob color, Tamaño del grano = kernel size, buena cantidad de granos = Plenty of 

kernels,
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1.72% of farmers who sold corn, do it in the local market or sell it to family in the community. It was 
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place it in wooden boxes located inside the house, in silos or bags. This practice is due to rainy conditions 
of the place making it impossible to do sun drying, as is commonly observed. 
 
Regarding the selection of the ears, this is usually seen during the drying of the cob in the patio or porch 





37 
 

 







40 
 

Post-harvest Corn losses 
 
When asking about the main reasons for losing corn from tapisca (harvest) to consumption, farmers 
expressed different reasons, such as damage by rodents (squirrels or mice), rot (excess water and 
moisture), due to grain and environmental moisture, and by fungus among other reasons. 
 

 
Rodent damage,   Rot damage,   Moisture damage,   Fungal presence,   Birds,   Insect 

 
The rotting of ears and kernels is the most identified reason of loss by farmers. 
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Corn production chain: Loses during harvest. 
 
The information reported by farmers as a loss 
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Similar to the data presented above, these results do not vary significantly between townships. As 
evidenced by the following table: 
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70% of the interviewed households indicated that corn that shows any sign of damage is given to animals. 
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areas of the Northeast regi
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Section E: Conclusions 
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The absence of the State of Guatemala regarding rural extension programs of the Ministry of Agriculture 
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Section F: Glossary 
 
1. Cuerda: Unit of measure of 25 X 25 square varas equivalent of 20 X 20 meters. A manzana contains 

16 cuerdas. 
 

2. Aporreo: Practice of 

 of
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Section G: Appendix 
 

1. Selection of the communities for the study 
 

No Chiantla Selection criteria 

1 San Antonio 
Las Nubes 
(2,599 masl) 
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(completed). The community does not present problems in their organization or 
participation. It 
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c. BETTER RESALE VALUE   
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# 

In what moment do you realize it's time for the folding process (dobla)? 
1. FLOWER COLOR   
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          d. 4 OR MORE MONTHS
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