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4. Enrollment of PhD and MS Students 
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Gender specialist Shahana Begum has been appointed. She is working with our overall project gender 
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The survey of 200 sesame farmers was conducted in Tigray, Amhara, and Oromiya regions by researchers at 

Mekelle University and Sesame Business Network, a network owned and maintained by stakeholders of the 

agribusiness sector in NW Ethiopia. Sesame is a priority crop in the AGP with an annual turnover of greater 

than $ US 300 million. In Tigray farmers on average own 25 hectares, followed by Amhara (9.7 hectares), and 

Oromiya (5.6 hectares). The average production per household is 44 quintals (4.4 tonnes). The postharvest 

losses are estimated at 33 kg per hectare with losses as high as 368 kg per hectare. The average loss in the 

surveyed areas was about 13% of the total crop produced. At the household level the loss is 1.8 quintals which 

translates to US $ 282-340. Unlike, chickpea, maize, and wheat, postharvest losses are due to shattering of 
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communicated lack of timely focus on the project progress on several occasions last year. We have access to 

individual collaborators via email. However, when it comes to making decisions all of them look to Dr. Abay 

for leadership and follow-up.  The effectiveness of our in-country coordinator, though capable and well 
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products with insecticidal activity. Research by the WFP and others in sub-Saharan Africa have shown that the 

use of these simple methods can reduce storage losses to less than 2%.  
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Illinois at Urbana-Champaign); the USDA-ARS Center for Grain and Animal Health Research (CGAHR); 
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Challenges 
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x The average farmer will grow 400 to 460 kg of maize per year which will last normally for about 3 to 

4 months based on a family size of 5 to 6 members. The average consumption per family is around 2.5 
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N/A 

3. Evaluation of stakeholders and collaborators, and development of semi-annual and annual reports 

 

Progress 
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Challenges
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has been determined that an optimization of the attics is needed in order improve the current storage practices. 

Then, it will be compare with the Super Bags and PICS bags for maintaining grain quality by measuring any 

possible insect, mold and rodent infestation, temperature rise inside the storage technology, and purchasing or 

remodeling (for the attic) costs. 

 

Challenges 

N/A 

11. Complete Year 2 annual report and develop Year 3 work plans 

Progress 
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B. Long-term training 

x During project planning visits to Bangladesh in January and Ethiopia in February, funds were 

budgeted in both country projects to support graduate students who will conduct research in 

support of the FtF PHL Innovation Lab: 

o 3 PhD students at Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU) working respectively on a 
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