




CURRICULUM STANDARDS:

»» CCSS ELA-Literacy CCR Anchor Standards for Reading, grades 6-12: 7
»» CCSS ELA CCR Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening, grades 6-12: 1, 4

OBJECTIVE:

Practice prereading skills by visually analyzing the cover of  They Called Us Enemy. 

ACTIVITY: 

Before reading the book

Give students a printed copy of  the cover and instruct them to annotate it by circling words or 
parts of  the image that they have questions or observations about.

Make connections to classroom learning, personal experience, or outside knowledge. This will 
encourage close reading and help students to make connections while reading the text.

Prompt questions: 

•	 Who might the “They” be referring to in the title? 

•	 Who might the “Us” be referring to in the title? 

•	 What is the setting? 

•	 Do you know anything about the author? 

•	 Where might these people be going? 

•	 Who might be the protagonist?

•	 What might we expect to read about in this book?

After reading the book

Ask students to analyze and discuss their initial annotations. 

•	 What questions have been answered?

•	 What new questions do you have? 

•	 What do you notice now that you did not notice before?

•	 In what ways has your interpretation of  what is depicted on the cover changed  
	 or evolved? 

LESSON #1 -  COVER ANNOTAT ION ACT IV ITY



CURRICULUM STANDAREh»»CSS EL CCR Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening, grades 6-12: 1, 4



CURRICULUM STANDARDS:

»» CCSS ELA-Literacy CCR Anchor Standards for Reading, grades 6-12: 1, 2, 7

OBJECTIVE:
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CURRICULUM STANDARDS:

»»





CURRICULUM STANDARDS:

»» CCSS ELA-Literacy CCR Anchor Standards for Writing, grades 6-12: 3, 4, 9
»» CCSS ELA CCR Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening, grades 6-12: 1, 2

OBJECTIVE:

To understand and explore the graphic memoir format used for They Called Us Enemy and apply 


