Minutes
Kansas State University Faculty Senate
Committee on Technology Meeting

January 21, 2003 - 1:30 p.m. - Room 205, K-State Union

Present: Chang, Haddock, Montelone, Murray, Pickrell, Ross, Simmonds, Warren
Guest: Dr. Rosemary Talab, Coordinator of the Intellectual Property Information
Center

Dr. Talab agreed to talk to the committee and answer questions
about the new TEACH (Technology Education and Copyright
Harmonization) Act and its impacts on and significance to online
and distance education. She stated that this is a law that was
passed by Congress in November of last year as part of an
appropriations bill and was intended to make it easier for
instructors to use various types of materials in online courses,
specifically dramatic, musical, and visual works such as portions of
films, photographs, etc. It was not controversial because it still
affords copyright holders significant protections, being limited to
uses for students enrolled in online courses taught on secure,
password-protected networks such as K-State Online, Blackboard,

and WebCT. Credits and copyright notices must be given for

works or portions of works being used. Dr. Talab will work with
faculty members to assist them in their uses of such materials to



homework sites exist and that for a few hundred dollars, a student
can buy a term paper. There are programs available to detect work
of this sort which some universities have purchased (KSU has not).
Some courses prevent students from the simplest types of
plagiarism by making them write assignments in class or by

making assignments very specific. But Talab stated that she

thinks the problem will only grow because there are too many
subtle ways to cheat. She offered to report back to FSCOT at a
future date with more on the plagiarism issue.



