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THE K-STATE 8: GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM  
KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY 

 
 
The 2007-2008 General Education Task Force submits this proposal for Faculty Senate 
consideration – that Kansas State University adopt a new system of general education to ensure 
that every student begins to develop “a breadth of knowledge in the areas and proficiency in the 
skills that [are the] hallmarks of being college educated" (Higher Learning Commission's 
Statement on General Education).  
 
The K-State 8: General Education Program encourages students to be intellectual explorers and 
assists students in developing a diverse set of beginning literacies to reflect a breadth of general 
knowledge. This broad exposure is designed to awaken and ignite students' interest in varying 
disciplines, while also teaching 



 
 

3 
 

Tagging Courses   
Credit-bearing courses and experiences will be clear
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When a course is tagged for two K-State 8 areas, the student may count th
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Appendix:  The K-State 8 Area Descriptions 

Aesthetic Experience and Interpretive Understanding  
   
Courses and experiences in aesthetic experience and interpretive understanding provide students 
with the opportunity to develop their interpretive skills and heighten their aesthetic responses to 
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Ethical Reasoning and Responsibility  

Courses and experiences in ethical reasoning and responsibility s
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glimpse how it may continue to develop and to examine the role they might play. For example, 
courses and experiences in this area could facilitate st
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¶ understand major concepts and facts related to the study of living systems and the  
physical universe;  

¶ apply scientific facts and ideas to real-world problems; and  
¶ develop a beginning understanding of social, practical, and ethical significance of  

scientific knowledge and theory as well as their applications through technology.  

Rationale: Scientific advances affect our lives in powerful ways, from the development of 
medical advances that extend the quality and length of human life to the creation of new energy 
sources that reduce pollution. Students must learn our current understanding of the natural and 
physical sciences. Students also should understand that views of the natural and physical world 
change with developments in science and experimental technologies. An undergraduate 
education should ask that students examine the relationship of science to society, to historical 
developments, to our understanding of truth, to ethical dilemmas, to creativity and innovation, to 
broad implications and sustainability and to understandings of the meaning of life and the 
cosmos.  

Social Sciences  
   
Courses and experiences in social sciences emphasize how individuals, families, groups, 
institutions, governments and societies behave and influence one another and the natural 
environment. Students are exposed to appropriate methods used to analyze and understand 
interactions of various social factors that influence behavior at these multiple levels. For 
example, courses and experiences in this area could facilitate students learning to:  

¶ explore ways in which individuals, groups, institutions, governments and/or societies 
behave and influence one another;  

¶ exhibit an understanding of the various social factors that influence behavior at multiple 
levels of human interaction; and  

¶ identify and describe appropriate systematic and scientific strategies to examine current 
social issues and problems.  

Rationale: Educated individuals can identify the difference between rigorous, systematic 
thinking and uncritical thinking about social phenomena. The reciprocal relationships between 
human behavior and social environments must be examined in order to responsibly encourage 
behaviors that will maintain and/or achieve health and well-being for individuals, families, 
groups, societies, nations and the global community.  



 
 

10 
 

Process for Implementing a New K-State 8 based General Education Program 
 
If this proposal is passed by the KSU Faculty Senate, the following steps will be taken in order to 
implement the proposal.  
 
Step 1. Planning for implementation of the UGE program, based on the K-State 8 proposal, 


