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Essay 1: A Short Cross Cultural Analysis

Our firrweek 0f98 adprinis devoted to the stories of9the various peoples whorweturlivprinin9the y Ameris07

in beliefs and thinking, in
action and behavior, in language and modes of representation—in short, differences in culture.

Basic Assignment. Write a short essay that focuses on one of these differences—a belief, a way of
thinking, a cultural practice, a typical behavior, or a way of speaking, narrating, representing or
understanding. Explain how this cultural difference might have been a point of confusion, mutual
misunderstanding, or conflict between different cultural groups.

You might, for instance, take one of the American Indian creation stories and compare it to the ideas
about creation that the Europeans brought with them. Or you might analyze an incident or theme or
significant detail from one of the many accounts of contact. Or you might compare a native text to a
European one. Whatever you choose, pick something that distinguishes one group from the other.

Purposes of the Assignment. This assignment should give you a chance to do a cross-cultural analysis, a



