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About Kansas State University

Mission
The mission of Kansas State University is to foster excellent teaching, research and 
service that develop a highly skilled and educated citizenry necessary to advancing 
the well-being of Kansas, the nation and the international community. The university 
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Letter from the President and the Provost and Senior Vice President
We are pleased to share with you the K-State 2025 progress 
report for 2014-2015. This is our fourth annual progress report 
since the K-State 2025 visionary plan was launched in 2011. 
Throughout our history as the nation’s �rst operational public 
land-grant institution, students, faculty, sta�, administrators, 
alumni, donors, partners and friends have made us the 
institution we are — a public student-centered research 
university working to build an educated citizenry on behalf of 
our communities, our state, our nation and the world. Today, 
the university embraces a bold future, pursuing excellence in 
education, research and service as we reach toward our goals 
de�ned in K-State 2025 for Kansas State University. 

Thanks to the many dedicated people who are part of the 
K-State community, we continued to make progress advancing 
K-State 2025 goals and outcomes in all seven themes. This has 
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LEADING  
THE WAY
Innovation is at the forefront for Kansas 

State University researchers. 

Xiuzhi “Susan” Sun recently showed her 

biomedical invention PepGel to more 

than 22,500 visitors at the Smithsonian 

Innovation Festival in Washington, D.C. 

K-State was one of 20 participants invited 

to showcase an invention.

PepGel can quickly transform from 

its jelly-like state to a liquid-like state. 
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For additional information, reference pages 26-29.

Kansas State University

Goal
Build a connected, diverse, empowered, engaged, 
participatory culture of learning and excellence that promotes 
undergraduate student success and prepares students for 
their professional, community, social and personal lives. 
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LEADING  
THE WAY
Kansas State University’s freshman-to-

sophomore retention rate was a record 



For additional information, reference pages 26-29.

Kansas State University

Goal
Advance a culture of excellence that attracts highly 
talented, diverse graduate students and produces graduates 
recognized as outstanding in their respective professions.

 
Graduate Scholarly  
Experience
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LEADING  
THE WAY
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LEADING  
THE WAY



9 For additional information, reference pages 26-29.

Kansas State University

Goal
Foster a work environment that encourages creativity, 
excellence and high morale in faculty and sta�, responds to 





9 For additional information, reference pages 26-29.

Kansas State University
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LEADING 
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For additional information, reference pages 26-29.

Kansas State University
A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S  • 9 	                                                                                                                                                                                                         





	










































	 The number of doctorate degrees awarded, a K-State 2025 benchmark metric, 
increased for the second consecutive year from 166 to 190 and by 17 percent 
overall since 2011-12.

•	 Funding support to graduate students was enhanced through e�orts of the 
colleges and the Graduate School, including the new Presidential Doctoral 
Scholarship Program to assist with  recruitment of outstanding doctoral 
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